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First Ship in Almost 30 Years to Be Built 

 The moment many have been waiting for several 
years has finally come.  At the beginning of April, the 
Interlake Steamship Company revealed plans to build a 
new River-class self-unloading bulk carrier.  The new 
freighter is to be built by Fincanteri Bay Shipbuilding 
in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.  It will bring many jobs to 
the area and keep the shipyard busy for several months.  
The entire project is looking to be delivered sometime 
in 2022.   
 The new ship consists of a pilothouse and 
accommodations aft, with the self-unloading unite 
placed forward.  Her appearance will be much similar 
to that of the M/V Algoma Innovator.  Many innovative 
features are to be incorporated into the design. This 
includes specialized cargo hatches and a new cargo 
hold layout for maximum capacity.  The ship will be 
equipped with bow and stern thrusters, and will have a 
special rudder to increase maneuverability in tight 
spaces.  Power will come from twin EMD diesel 
engines.  

 
A digital representation of the new Interlake freighter concept by Brendan Falkowski 

Interlake’s future river-class ship will be approximately 
640’ long.  The design of the vessel will be a 

collaboration between Bay Engineering Inc., Fincanteri 
Bay Shipbuilding, and Interlake Steamship Company. 

Arthur M. Anderson to 
Return to Service 

 After just a little over two years 
in lay-up, the much-beloved Arthur M. 
Anderson will be returning to service.  
The Anderson has been docked on the 
East side of the CN Ore Dock #6 in 
Duluth Harbor.  At the beginning of 
April, she was towed to Fraser 
Shipyards in nearby Superior.  Now 
that the Tim S. Dool has been removed 
from the drydock, the Anderson will be 
placed in for some much-needed hull 
repairs, a Coast Guard hull and 
machinery inspection, and a paint job.  
She will be back in service by the end 
of June or early July.  This is subject to 
change, though depending on weather, 
shipyard delays, etc.   

 

Cason J. Callaway, sister to the Arthur M. Anderson.  
Photo:  Brendan Falkowski 

 

 

Algoma Innovator, similar in design to the future Interlake 
freighter.  Photo: Brendan Falkowski 



  

S/S Badger’s New Dock to Be 
Completed before the New Season 

 Over the winter, Lake Michigan Carferry’s slip in 
Manitowoc has been rebuilt.  Though not completed yet, it is 
anticipated to be done or at least suitable to dock for the 
beginning of the passenger season, which starts on May 10.  The 
new dock costs over $9 million, and is being constructed by 
McMullen & Pitz, out of Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  The project is 
almost complete, and should be ready just in time for the Badger 
to arrive on her first trip from Ludington. 

 

The Badger at her home port of Ludington, Michigan Photo: Brendan Falkowski 

 

 

Happy Birthday Shipwatcher News! 

This month marks the 5th year of operation for Shipwatcher 
News.  The first issue was sent out in May of 2014 and featured 
news on the conversion of the St. Marys Challenger to a barge.  
Now in its 40th issue, Shipwatcher News continues to provide 
accurate information on the Great Lakes Shipping Industry.  Here 
is to many more years! 

 

Shipwatcher News 
Ship’s Store will be moving to its 
own page on the SN website 
soon.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Spread the Word:  Shipwatcher News 
gets around by word of mouth.  If you 
know somebody who would be 
interested in it, have them subscribe at 
shipwatchernews@gmail.com or at 
www.glshipnews.wordpress.com.  
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